Remote Education Provision: Information for Parents

In order to ensure that learning is continued, irrespective of lockdown and self-isolation, Old Town Infant
School and Nursery has developed the following plan. This plan offers remote learning opportunities whilst
also acknowledging that some households have limited access to devices and would require hard-copies of
work and resources.

This plan will be applied in the following instances:
1. An individual is self-isolating because of symptoms/a positive test within the household.

2. A group of children are self-isolating because of a case of coronavirus in the bubble.

3. A whole bubble or cohort is self-isolating because of an outbreak of coronavirus.
4. Where local or national restrictions mean that children need to stay at home.

In the event of any form of isolation and loss of learning caused by Coronavirus, parents/carers should
understand that engagement in remote home education is now compulsory, as is the expectation that our
school makes this provision available and accessible. However, it is important to note that if your
child/children are themselves too ill then they should not engage in remote home education until they are
feeling better. Information regarding your child being too ill to engage needs to be communicated with the
school office.

The Remote Curriculum: What is taught to pupils at home?

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach,
while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being
sent home?

An initial plan for the first two/three days of remote learning will be published on Google Classroom for
KS1 and Tapestry for EYFS. This plan will allow staff time to plan remote learning for children in line with
the children’s current curriculum learning. Priority children will have paper packs delivered (children
previously identified). Following this there will be weekly time tables sent home sharing expectations for
the whole week. Relevant activities, tasks and supporting videos will be uploaded and shared on Google
Classroom or Tapestry every day until the child is able to return to school.

The two-day plan will include:
e Maths: There will be teaching slides, video links and activities from White Rose Hub uploaded for
children each day in line with teaching in school.

e Reading: Children to read from their own reading book or download and read a free e-book from
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ The teaching slides and relevant
activities will be shared daily.

e Writing: https://www.pobble365.com/ Children complete the reading and writing tasks for the pic-
ture of the day or https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/this-terms-topics Children select the year group
they are in and then the topic they are learning in the classroom. They then select a lesson to com-
plete.

e Spelling (KS1): Practise their spelling words using different strategies learnt in class.
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e Phonics (YR and Y1): https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ Children select games to play.

e  Curriculum Pack covering different areas of the wider curriculum

e PE: https://happiful.com/10-virtual-pe-lessons-your-kids-will-love/ Children to choose one of the
workouts to do.

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum
as they would if they were in school?

We appreciate that there has been a great deal of disruption to children’s education and we are

committed to ensuring that all children continue to receive a quality education should the need for

remote learning arise. We will provide remote learning that is of high quality and is as reflective as

possible of the curriculum that pupils would have received in school.

The remote learning set for children will follow our long-term curriculum plans and will be in line with
work that would have been covered in school. The main focus will be on maths and English, but tasks will
be included to ensure that all aspects of the National Curriculum are covered each half term. Remote
learning may also include some topic-related projects and activities.

How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:

After the first two days, the class teacher will have planned learning activities that will enable your child
to continue the learning journey they had started in the classroom. This remote learning will be on
Google Classroom. There will be pre-recorded video clips to watch.

As well as pre-recorded videos, we may supplement teaching with:

e printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets)

e commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, including video

clips or sequences

e long-term project work and/or internet research activities (as per the schools full opening guidance,
schools full opening guidance, schools are expected to avoid an over-reliance on these approaches)

All children have either a Google account or a Tapestry account (Reception) . This allows them to have
access to Google classroom or Tapestry and to maintain contact with class teachers and other staff
through email and meets. It is important that all children, and parents, know how to access these ac-
counts. We expect every child to follow the school’s virtual timetable.

For all of the above to happen smoothly, please ensure you have your particular account log in details.
If you cannot remember the details, or have lost them, please email:
oldtown.office@coastalpartnership.co.uk

How long can | expect work set by the school to take my child each day?

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will provide pupils
broadly with a minimum of 2-3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort:

e We will share an overview of what we expect children to complete for the following week. This will
breakdown each lesson with a suggested time to follow the same routine children would be following
in class.

e Each day learning will be available to be downloaded/watched via Google Classroom/Tapestry. We
hope children will complete these tasks at the relevant times during the day but we also understand
KS1/EYFS children will require adult support. This may mean children are completing their learning
at different times during the day — and this is absolutely fine ©.
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e We would request any work completed on paper/worksheets would be uploaded or a photograph
uploaded for teachers to assess.
If children are learning from home, there will be regular check ins via phone calls from familiar staff.
We know that younger children often require high levels of parental involvement to support their
engagement with remote education, which makes digital provision a particular challenge. We there-
fore do not expect that solely digital resources will be used to teach these pupils remotely.

e There will be a covering document for our younger children with a range of ideas to help support
their learning. This will include play based opportunities, as well as ideas regarding how children can
engage in practical learning at home.

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?

Children will remain in contact with their class teacher through Google Classroom/Tapestry (to share
successes and communications).
We are adopting a blended approach to learning by utilising a varied mix of pre-recorded online videos,
worksheets and other paper-based tasks/online activities. Google Classroom/Tapestry will support the
school in offering online learning with the opportunity for the children to communicate with their teacher
and gain further instruction as required.
Our Teachers will record the vast majority of lesson inputs themselves however, some of the other
resources we may employ include:

o (Oak National Academy

e BBC Bitesize

e White Rose Hub for Maths

e Phonics Play

o  Oxford Owl e-books

e Literacy Shed

e Pobble 365

e Oak Academy has been selected to support remote learning for a number of reasons. The Oak Acad-
emy lessons are in-line with our teaching ethos; they encourage the use of retrieval practice, explicit
teaching with high quality modelling, and the use of deliberate practice. The online lessons are free
to all and offer a recorded taught session so that the children can access physical teaching from a
teacher and then access work relating to that lesson within the same website. There are also hun-
dreds of lessons specifically aimed at children with SEND needs and who require additional support.
Class teachers are to use the lessons in the classroom so children are familiar with the platform.

e White Rose Maths resources will be used as they are matched to our current maths curriculum

model. Children are very used to seeing these resources.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote
education?

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following
approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
It is important that parents make the school aware of any barriers to accessing remote learning — and
this will be regularly discussed as part of the weekly telephone calls/check-in’s. We will ask families to
identify where children do not have access to a device in order to complete remote learning at home.
A paper pack of the required worksheets and a paper pack will be sent home for any pupils who do not
have online access/limited access - unless a digital device is loaned to the family and a loan agreement
signed.
Pupils can submit work to their teachers, if they do not have online access, by using a parent’s device to
photograph the work and send it to the teacher, or by dropping completed work in to the school office
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on a Friday.

To find out more information about how we can issue or loan laptops or tablets to pupils, who qualify
for one, please contact oldtown.office@coastalpartnership.co.uk

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers
should provide at home?

It is important that your child completes their virtual lessons each day. They will need to submit their

work via Google Classroom/Tapestry or email a picture of their work to their teacher, so that we can

keep track of their wonderful learning.

We are well aware that these are exceptional times and each family is unique and will approach remote
learning in a way that suits their individual needs. In our planning and expectations, we are aware of the
need for flexibility from all sides:

e Parents may be trying to work from home so access to technology as a family may be limited.

e Parents may have two or more children trying to access technology.

We appreciate that if this situation arises, it may present some challenges for you. We kindly ask for your
support so that we can continue to provide high-quality education for your child during this time.
Younger children in particular may need support in accessing online materials and staying focused with
their remote learning. We ask that you help them as much as you can. At the same time, we don’t expect
you to watch your child all day, but it would be really helpful if you can take an active role in your child’s
learning by asking them about their day and what they’ve learned.

Our top tips:

e Try to encourage your child to be ready and dressed for the start of the school day, and to keep to
their timetable where possible.

o Create a calm, quiet space for your child to work.

e Distinguish between weekdays and weekends, and make it clear when the school day is over, to
separate home and school life.

e Plan breaks and exercise into the day to help keep your child active and engaged.

Every effort will be made by staff to ensure that work is set promptly on Google Classroom/Tapestry, but
school cannot guarantee that there will not be technical difficulties. Should accessing work be an issue,
you should contact school promptly and we will then work with you to explore alternative methods of
delivering or accessing home learning to ensure that your child is not disadvantaged. Such cases will be
considered on an individual basis.

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will | be informed if there are
concerns?
Remote learning is compulsory during school closure. Pupils are expected to log in to Google Classroom
or Tapestry every day and submit the tasks indicated by the class teacher. We will regularly check pupils’
engagement with remote education. This will be achieved through:
e Review of submitted tasks on Google Classroom
o A weekly phone call with the class teacher and weekly phone call from class teaching assistant.

If a child does not engage with the remote education provided, the class teacher will call the parents to
discuss obstacles and to give support. Additional feedback will also be given to ensure that children can
access the learning. If this disengagement continues, a member of the senior leadership team will be
notified and they will contact the family to see if the problem can be solved.




If you feel the school is not providing remote education of a suitable quantity and quality, we encour-
age you to, in the first instance, raise any concerns with the teacher, or a member of the senior
leadership team.

Please note: If a vulnerable pupil is off school for any reason, they will be contacted/supported/
monitored by staff from the Inclusion and Pastoral Team.

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual
children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also
valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to proving feedback is as follows:
Your children will regularly receive a response from a member of staff. This may be a wellbeing and ‘How
are you doing with your activities?’ check via Google Classroom/Tapestry or by telephone. Staff will also
feedback on your child’s learning regularly so that your child does not go off track if they have
encountered a misconception.

Feedback will come in many forms including written/typed comments, acknowledgment of learning, or
staff audio-recorded feedback. Some teachers may invite children to come online at a given time to
enable the children to ask questions and receive feedback. Some teachers may invite small groups of
children to virtually meet to support them with their independent learning tasks. Live feedback can also
take place through Google Classroom.

We strongly encourage children to mark their own work (with support from an adult, for younger
children) where possible, so that instant feedback is achieved. We encourage any written work to be
photographed and uploaded to Google Classroom/Tapestry so that your child’s class teacher can look at
it and give feedback. We appreciate this may not be feasible for every piece completed.

We are sure you will understand that sometimes teachers may only be able to give feedback at the end
of the school day due to teaching and pre-recording commitments.

How will you work with me to help my child, who needs additional support from adults at home, to
access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We
acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support
those pupils in the following ways:
Work will be planned according to each child’s needs. Where specific, individual support plans are in
place work will be set according to this. A teacher or teaching assistant will provide further guidance
where appropriate. This may be a telephone call home or further guidance via Google
Classroom/Tapestry.

Teachers will provide adapted learning resources for children with additional learning needs, such as
SEND or where English is an additional language. There may be different levels of activities, additional
support videos, word mats, options to replay and much more to support your child’s understanding. It is
important to remember that challenge is a normal part of learning that children would face even when
in school.




Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, how
remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups (as specified above). This
is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ from
the approaches described above?

The school will contact you by 5pm of the day after the office has acknowledged receipt of the infor-
mation regarding your child’s self-isolation. The teacher will direct you to specific digital resources, such
as Oak National Academy website, BBC Bitesize website, Letters and Sounds YouTube page, which
broadly match the objectives being covered in school.

Specific worksheets or online links will be uploaded to Google Classroom/Tapestry by the teacher,
or emailed to you either daily or weekly. Communication will be via email or Google Classroom/Tapestry
and will also be supported by regular phone calls.

All completed work should be returned to school, ideally via uploads using Google Classroom/Tapestry
on a daily basis. If this is not possible, the worksheets should be handed to the class teacher upon return.

Remote teaching for staff who are self-isolating

All staff are required to self-isolate if they show symptoms outlined at the start of this policy or they have

been told to shield and/or have received a letter to confirm this. As long as they are well enough to do

so, do not have their own family commitments - such as child care, and technology allows it:

e teachers will remote into school to teach their class in conjunction with either their teaching assistant
or supply teacher.

e all teachers will continue to plan learning for their classes and liaise with other staff in school to fa-
cilitate teaching, as needed.

If unwell themselves, teachers will not be expected to teach remotely or set work for the children in their
class. Provision for the class will be covered by another member of staff.

If you have any concerns about your child’s access to remote learning or queries for the teacher during a
period of isolation, please contact oldtown.office@coastalpartnership.co.uk.

It is extremely important that your child continues to learn during this pandemic and your support with the
school’s remote education plans is greatly appreciated.



Remote Learning Hub

¥X Google Classroom»

To support children’s learning during this time, we have prepared Google Classroom as a way of providing
activities and lessons directly to children, and ClassDojo to allow parents/carers to communicate directly
with teachers.

You must 'Allow Cookies' if you have not already done so to enable the links on this page.

To access Google Classroom:

1. Go to classroom.google.com (we recommend doing this on a laptop, but this can also be accessed by
downloading the following apps on a tablet or phone if needed: Google Docs & Google Classroom). You
may need to sign out of your personal Google accounts before signing into Google Classroom.

2. Login using the email address and password given to your child

3. Select your child’s class and select ‘classwork’ at the top. This is where your child’s teacher will post
activities and lessons.

4. Please submit your child’s work using the ‘turn in’ button within the assignment.

We do recognise that this may not be fully accessible to all families and that there may be technical
difficulties accessing and completing the work online. To address this, we have provided children with
exercise books that the work can be completed in (simply use the ‘private comment’ section to let your
child’s teacher know they have completed the work in their exercise book). Additionally, you may upload a
photo of your child’s work using the ‘turn in’ function.

Google Classroom link: classroom.google.com

Google Classroom Help & Support: support.google.com/edu/classroom

4 Websites »

Websites we use:

Activelearn: www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

Time Table Rockstars: ttrockstars.com

Oddizzi: www.oddizzi.com

Monster SATs: www.monstersats.co.uk

Numbots: play.numbots.com (can be accessed with TT Rockstars log in details)

Websites for all to use:

The following websites are great resources for learning at home from, there should be something for
everyone here from Music to Maths.

Oxford Owl: www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home

Phonics Play: www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Collins: collins.co.uk

Speech & Language: speechandlanguage.info/parents

BBC Bitesize: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

BBC Teach: www.bbc.co.uk/teach

Carol Vorderman's The Maths Factor: www.themathsfactor.com

Explorify: explorify.wellcome.ac.uk (parents sign up for a free account & select Home Educator)
Amazon Audio Books: stories.audible.com/start-listen

White Rose Maths: whiterosemaths.com/homelearning
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Chrome Music Lab: musiclab.chromeexperiments.com
Out of the Ark Music: www.outoftheark.co.uk/ootam-at-home
Widgit: widgitonline.com

&5 Apps »

There are some excellent apps we use at school that you can download for free to use on your mobile
devices.

Bee Bot

Chatter Pix for Kids

Hopscotch

Puppet Pals

Swift Playgrounds

Y2 Maths
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